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Now this is exciting music

SPANISH ROCK:
Santa Lucia adds
Latin rh s to
funk and rock

| CD Release

i

Stuart Derdeyn
ON MUSIC

rierclopelados, Cafe Tacuba,
Fabulosos Cadillacs, Mand

and Manu Chao.

None are househaold names here,
Drrive a few hours south o Seatde
and these acts sell out stadiums,
In the enormous rock en Espafiol
(Rock in Spanish), they are multi-
platinum chart-toppers.

Curiously, this worldwide music
phenomenon mosthy passed us by
in terms of both tours and influ-
encing local combos,

This week’s nelease of Sania Lucia
LFR's The SreetsTas Calles (Grade:
A<} changes that. Arguably the first
local rock en Espasiol CD, the nine-
plece coew's debut marks six vears
of serious effort for founder/leader
German Castillo.

*The LFR signifies Latin-Funk-
Rock, which is what we play,” says
Castllo. "The blggest part of what
makes il different from average
North American rock is all the
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nine-plece band, Santa Lucia.

Latin-style percussion.”

“The timbales, congas, bongos
and cowbells bring a whole new
dimensinn to the funk, especially
when you add on the homs,” says
Byron Russell, the Kyokushin
karate expert who enforces the
saxophone chops in the group.

Born in Nicaragua, Castillo lefi
his homeland with his father in
"A3. They llved In Mexico, 5an
FranciscosWinnipeg and moved
to Vaticouver in 'k Along the way,
he soaked up a wide variety of
sounds and styles. At one point,
he began criss-crossing Canada
with the cumbia band Sanzibar
before hitting VanCity in Vallarta,

There was always a pull to play
something that mixed it up more,

“I bet if 'd grown up in a Latin-
American country, my music
would have been a much deeper
traditional style, But 1 wanted rock,
[unk and the same thing that 1
gress up with,” says Castillo, “Latin

Guitarist-singer German !Im left, and
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rock was exploding in the United
States and I thought, ‘why not¥*”

And so, Santa Lucia was born.
When Russell — always ready Lo
do something new and exciting —
came onboard, things really got
rolling. A five-song EP recorded
with Darryl Neudorl (Sarah
Mclachlan, Neko Case] came out
in 01, The Streets/Las Calles was
recorded at White Hock's Turtle
Studios with'Larry Anchell (Mick-
elback, Peail Jam). It sounds ace,

“It has this Latin sound but I find
i1 very gasy (o get into and 1o nat-
urally get people excited about,”
says Russall.

Mo doubr. With irs big hrass sec-
tion hlaring and a salsa-funk
rhythm that brings early Santana
to mind, songs such as “Lupita”
could make a wallflower start
bustin’ moves. For this album, San-
ta Luca left the syrup at home and
only brought the hot sauce.

“Locally, there isn't too much

u:tnnnlit Byron Russell are part of the hot and happeni
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going on like this.” says Russa]l.
“That can work [or and against
you. How do you market yourselft
“Everything that comes from the
States that seems similar —
Ozomatll, Yerba Buena, efc. —we
go after the opening spol &ggres-
sively,” says Castillo. “When things
waork, it doesn't take long forus o
get people up and going ™
Taking what's open for now, the
group performs i1s releass this
week but has become sorfiéthing
of a regular show at the increas-
ingly cool Malone's at 608 W, Pen-
der. The band played the venoe on
New Year's Eve and is skedded 1o
returm shortly, 1t records o CBC stu-
dio session on Feb, 26,
sbereleyin@p e caresL.onm

Casch Stu’s New Music Tuesdays
an BCTVE Morming News on Glob-
al at 8:45 a.m., Tiesdays aned Sk
Weekend Furn File on BCTV's Weet-
end Morning and Noan News.



